The Cowleys of Ardwhallan - Isle of Man

The Cowley Story [i.e.] of our immediate family - appeared in the
Isle of Man Family History Society Journal Vol 10 No 2 May 1988 - Foreword - by - Robert Cowley

lam able toshare this heritage, thanks to marvellous research carried out by my Father’s sister, Barbara and her daughter Dawn
Hartney, my much loved cousin. Together, they researched for about 15 years our wonderful family history and she had
considerable success with our Manx/Ardwhallan ancestry, going back to 1698 with the birth of Thomas Cowley (Circa 1698-1786)
married Alice Brew (C.1700-1781). Family names keep reoccurring and their son Patrick Cowley of Coldin was bornin 1721, [he
was my Dad Thomas' great, great, great, grandfather. | did further research and it appears we now trace to 1578, but we are

Circa 1900 - Ardwhallan before Dam showing surveyor
[bottom right] studying the area to be flooded

still verifying thisnew information, sowhile Patrick's parents are as
yet unknown to us, hopefully new research will reveal who they
were. So for now from the 17" Century we have Thomas Cowley
and Alice Brew above. Our farming side began with the birth of
Patrick Cowley of Coldin my Great, Great, Great Great Grand Father -
Patrick [born 1698] brought Ardwhallan into the family in 1732.
His son William Cowley married Jane Teare and acquired more
land in 1829, divided later, between sons Thomas and Daniel. My
Father Thomas, gave me an indelible love for Isle of Man, he made
me want to learn and know more about my roots, given we grew
up on a small farm in Victoria, Australia. Patrick son of William
married Margaret Brew on 9th December, 1747 at Kirk Braddan.
[Braddan is the largest parish and in Thwaites Directory 1863 - and
the COWLEY’s are listed in the top 10 largest landowners].
They had two children, William born 1757 and Margaret whose
birth date is not known yet. Patrick was obviously wealthy; as
according to land records between 1759 and 1797 he was able to

purchase four different tracts including the one called Baldalbrew as
shownin the Liber Assed of 1796. It is possible that Patrick's wife Margaret

may have owned this land, as it is she who willed the land to their
children, William and Margaret.itis also possible that Margaret may have
been married before as we have been unable to link her grandson
Thomas Radcliffe, to our family; but he was also a benefactor in her will.

Reservoir Construction began in 1904

Her son William, who
married Jane Teare of
Jurby; 8 June 1799
brought more land into
Ardwhallan and the
Cowley family in 1832.
They had five children
and [pictured right] is
eldest son Thomas, my
Great Great Grandfather,
who married Barbara

Colquitt of Malew on the 24th November, 1827 and they had six children, plus
one from Barbara's previous marriage to William Cowle. Pictures show our
property Ardwhallan before and during construction. Ardwhallan was several
thousand acres and the last will and testament of William, is a mine of
information. Thomas was left the bulk of the land, William sold some of the
land to his youngest son Daniel and made Daniel executor of his estate. This
caused friction between the two brothers and they went to court over it. The
1841 Census shows five houses on Ardwhallan, by the 1851 Census Thomas and

his family had No. 47, Daniel and his family, No. 50.

Thomas - Robert’s Great Great Grandfather




Thomas Jnr My Great Grandfather

Thomas Cowley, [1834-1904] started our Manx Australian line and after
emigrating n 1854, he married Louisa Wells-Cowley - Daughter of Frederick
Wells of London born 1848 and who passed away in 1928. Thomas Cowley the
Son of William Cowley and father of Thomas my great grandfather, lived

Pictured left is Thomas eldest son of Thomas and Barbara, (My Great Great Grandparents]. Thomas is
my great grandfather who emigrated to Australia by ship in 1854. Thomas left home when he
was twenty, heading for the gold fields of Victoria. He travelled to Liverpool, where he embarked
on the SS Constance - [pictured right] under the command of Captain William Christian. The
Constance left Liverpool on 30th August, 1854 with young Thomas 20 years old onboard, arriving
in Melbourne on the 13th December, 1854.
Therewere 311 passengerson board, including
one stowaway. One baby was born at sea and
one baby died. Thanks to my father's sister, we
have recovered eight letters from Barbara to
her son Thomas over a 17 year period . These
letters firstintroduced us to our familyonMan ||
and poignantly explain our Manx Heritage. - (they follow in conclusion.

The SS Constance - Thomas sailed to Melbourne on her

1802-1874 and Barbara Colquitt Cowley - daughter of Stanley Colquitt 1799-

1881. Of the eight letters over the seventeen years, the first letter from my great great grandmother Barbara, to Thomas her
sonin Australia, was writtenin 1856, the lastin February,1872.The letters are poignant and interesting for their expose of daily
life on the Isle of Man during the second half of the 19th Century.

Many relatives, neighbours and friends are mentioned and the rather stoic attitude of the rural people comes through. For the
Cowley family in Australia however, (which Dawn noted) the most moving and poignant parts of the letters come from the slow
realisation and obvious heartbreak, which Thomas and Barbara felt, when their son did not come home as expected, choosing
to stay in Australia. This was particularly so with Thomas senior, My Great Great Grand Father, as Thomas Junior was the eldest
boy and My Great Great Grand father had hoped that young Thomas would go to Australia, make a fortune or nothing in the
gold fields and then return home to continue running Ardwhallan Farm.

Sadly as we see in the letters,
Great Grand Dad Thomas did
not return home, breaking
the heart and spirit of his
Mother and Father. Most of
Thomas’ time was spent in
and around the goldmining
areas Ballarat, Castlemaine,
etc and it was here where at
age 37, he met and married

S e

Ardwhallan under water Part of the Reservoir Today ~ Ardwhallan Farm today, part of Outward Bound

My Grandfather William Stanley Cowley

Louisa Wells.

They had nine children, first William Stanley Cowley (pictured to the left) my dearly
loved grandfather and my father’s father Thomas whowould become the nextinline.
A great aunt was given the family name, Barbara Colquitt, and this name continued
through to my Aunt Barbara, sister of my Father. With the family name comes a
necklace of solid gold and mother of pearl, the gold coming from the gold mines
at Kalgoorlie in Western Australia. Correspondence which cousin Dawn located
between Thomas and Louisa, suggests they had some difficult times and Thomas
passed away in 1904, 6 years before my Father was born, (1910). My Father and his
sister Barbara remembered well Louisa, their grandmother, her dignity, kind-
heartedness and strength of character. Although related only by marriage; it comes
through in Barbara Cowley's letters from the Isle of Man to her son in Australia at
conclusion ofthisdocument. Thomasand Louisaare buried in the Melbourne General
Cemetery, with their eight year old daughter Grace, who died of blood-poisoning.



Age 60 - retired from professional flying after 40 years in Nearing 80 - 2020. Still flying, Not ready

the air Senior Captain - Trans Atlantic Operations to hang up my Wings yet Father Thomas & Mother Alma 50 anniversary

First airline job; QANTAS - Electra L188C - ‘Pacific Enterprise’ Trans Australia Airlines ‘TAA’ - the first DC4

My Father Thomas and Mother Alma [pictured topright]. Dadand | had aclose and special relationship, abond toalarge degree
forged by my Father serving in the Royal Australian Air Force ‘RAAF’. This led by age 5 to an early love affair with aviation. In
1962 | commenced ground studies at Royal Victorian Aero Club ‘RVAC’ [the creme de la creme] of flying academies. | began
training on RAAF surplus De Havilland Chipmunk Aircraft, earning my wings in 1963 before joining Qantas in 1964. Dad was
with TAA and now me with Qantas. | remember well the times after school | crawled through TAA aircraft of the time like the
DC4 pictured thanks to Dad’s position and his influence with the engineering personnel. With terrorism now, sadly it could not
happen today. Since those early halcyon days, | have flown four [4] continents of the world and the Arctic circle.

Rolls Royce of Business Jets in landing profile Garret powered Lockheed L-1329 on Low pass

I Hold Command Ratings on Two (2) and Four (4) engine Jet Aircraft. My greatest joy in aviation was obtaining clearance from
RAF Base Ronaldsway, on the Isle of Man, to land the Lockheed on the RAF base. The RAF then gave me clearance to depart on
a500 feet missingman pass over Ardwhallan farm and Baldwin Dam, in honour of my Father Thomas [ex RAAF]. Proud moments
were having my parents onboard an aircraft when | was the Captain and later my own children.
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It was Barbara My Father's Sister and her Daughter Dawn Hartney, who did the research on the Cowley's of Ardwhallan. My
Fatherand His Sister shared many happy memories, after visits with relatives on the Isle of Man. I know both my Auntand cousin
Dawn, would like to thank all our family members and others on the Isle of Man, for making their visits so wonderful and
memorable and would also like to thank others who helped them in their research, in particular the Isle of Man Historical
Society Staff whooverthe years have contributed greatly to the project. They would also like to thank old friendsand long-time
correspondents Tom Cowell Snr. and Tom Cowell Jnr. of Ervy Veen, Baldwin. Although not members of the Historical Society,
they have contributed articles to the Journal. My Father's passing as the eldest child in his family, was recorded in the Isle of
Man - Historical Society Journal - 1990 Volume 12 Number 3 - In this edition they recorded;

" Thomas - who was loved by everyone who met him, passed away November 22 1989 - being the direct
descendant of - 'The Cowley's of Ardwhallan’'.

The author pictured left age 60 at an Order of St John
Investiture, held at ‘The Southport School Queensland,
where son Mark attended before we left permanently for
overseas. Southport School was spiritual home to the local
Order of St John. The order of St John began as the remnant
of the Knights Hospitaller - Order of St John’ of Jerusalem
1048 AD. In the 1800s, descendants of knights who
provided hospital care to wounded knights who fought at
the various crusades, received patronage from Queen
Victoria to start the St John Ambulance Service. Many
people don’t realise, Dad topped out in the St John
AmbulanceFirst Aid Courseand was a volunteer, long before
any of his children were born. | became inspired by Dad’s
interestin medicine and joined asa member of the Orderin
1994. After seeing the desperate plight of Romanian
With Baron Wright - and Lord Ravensburn at orphans, whose parents had been murdered by Dictator

Knights of Malta Investiture - The Southport School NiFoIae Ceausescu, | donated US§ 100,00Qto the New York
- priory to help fund orphanages in Romania.

At the Russian Nobility Ball
New York in St John Order

Baroness de Haynau visiting my home in 2006

seated with Lord Ravensburn and Sir Paul Breen With Baroness de Haynau 2003 Russian
Nobility Ball raising money for orphans

I have devoted much of my time to charity work. In the middle photograph and at right, the Russian Nobility Ball in 2003 with
Baroness Maya de Haynau. Then in 2006, she came to Australia on a formal visit. We donated thousands on this visit to the St
John Ambulance service, Gold Coast University Hospital, Surf Lifesaving Australia, Hear and Say Foundation and Steve Irwin’s
Australia Zoo. Maya and | worked tirelessly for years to raise money for orphans. We attended the Russian Nobility Association
Ball yearly and also the yearly ball held by the Hungarian Piarist Association working for orphans.
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All families have rough times, we have had our share. | thank God that he always remained with me and
never left nor stopped loving me. Because of Him | was able to never stop loving. - | want my family to know
the precious thoughts you give me as | look back on wonderful times - truly we were blessed. In the closing
years of my life, itisimportant you all know - how much | love you - ‘how much | have always loved you’. To
all of you, the only ones who made it all possible - to my beautiful family - Thank You for the Memories.

On lawn - Thurlby House with Great Danes Thurlby House from above 4.5 acres & Stables

Full crew - steaming to Paris

Arriving in our Aero Commander 685 for Vacation at Ft Lauderdale
Like her Father - Daughter Natalie - on Flight Deck
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1998, precious Moments with my Danielle and Daphne another night With Danielle and Daphne [gone too soon] my
Grand Daughter Leah - Tulsa OK surrogate daughter at Gambaros for my Birthday

Danielle and | at my Belgrave Sq Club in London, keeping our blood pressure in check to ensure family survival




At Club on another night, with Danielle and her Singer friend Sam

Theforegoingis written from the perspective of Robert Cowley and his parents, so my children have someidea
of their proud heritage and roots to Ardwhallan Isle of Man as the ‘Cowleys of Ardwhallan’. | hope you will let
me take you all there one day for a reunion with your Cowley cousins on the island. | am planning a family
lineage tree, for allin the family to have. I have a copy butit is so old and has been blown up and the definition
is not of sufficient clarity. When | do it, | will send copies to all

As a post script, my parents Thomas and Alma Cowley had three sons Barrie, John and myself and | married
Jacqueline and we had Natalie, Mark, Danielle and Leisha.

In conclusion let me share copies of the 8 letters we retrieved in our research




THE EIGHT [8] LETTERS - THE COWLEYS OF ARDWHALLAN

The following letters conclude the story of the Cowleys of Ardwhallan and give a vivid insight
intolifeinthe BaldwinValleyinthe late 19th century. You can feel the poignancy build between
the first and the last letter recovered as Barbara resigns herself to the fact that Thomas is not
coming home. I have left each letter as is [including grammatical or spelling errors].

Now follows the first letter from Barbara Cowley, Isle of Man, to her son Thomas Cowley in
Victoria, Australia, written October 12th, 1856 Ardwhallan, Baldwin.

First Letter
Dear Jon,

I e /'ecewea{ your kind letter last lzgy/m a/w{ yot cannol think /ww(/ g/(u/ we
were lo rececve tt as we have beer so /0/(’19/ expecting . Y e are, g/aa{ to lear
f/z/(nz your Llealth is well as we are (I///)/'e/{y well al present exceht %fl{% sle
las brotern a blood vessel /afyﬁ(%/ze and she s ue/(yﬁowt(/y/ ever - since. MWe
ca/z/wt(f gel any f/u'/(zg/ lo a,/()//zeﬂ( 91)004 (%/zﬂ Broot was home all the 6%’/'[}(?9/,

. . <) . VY4 ) ) /
/?6 was 06/(" 'y (0/9%/2/ J@@[/’(Iy/ wus, e (1}(745(%/2 gOl/(lg/ é(ICé lo (966/1)/(?/9/ 1744 u/(([y (I/Il?//

we wrote a /1)/(’19/ letter (ma{ gaove (i to finme but foe s i é)/gg/a/m{ yel.

He sacd e sent the letter but we don't fnrow so we wz//if gjo e youw all the news
we car (0/‘}‘/26/ lines, IWe /z(u(//%a/f weeks Q/L.U{)//(:{(ﬁ}l(& weather at the égyj/z/u'/gy/
(O/‘}‘/ze/ rarovest, z‘/ze/zf( got' very wet and the farvest was not done. It is
/t(u}'u'/g/y/ almost every c/qy/, we have all the corve at frome org/é and we/uwe/gui/

Goldern in little stacts wp, to save 1'{7?:0/72/ the wet.

Fhere s a deal (0/‘)01*0/)& e a bad state f/moz(tg/z/ the 125?/(1/106 the Jumumner fias
beere very wel and f/zeﬁ(&o/)k fave rol got the 12%70(1// /zonze;yet because the
weather has beere very wel. Fle crop s pretly, gooa{ ﬁ[ fas éee/t(f got e a%((y@;

Flre /)ofaioeesv are very bad t/uis*year; We fhave sold old RBob to a mar ir

@wgy/aféylo)/t o%)o", /za/;‘a/‘te(/ very bad. The coltlooks very we///, sthe will stand

about sixteern har A’//Z{?/I/,' We had a Ue/('y//u'cgfo‘a/ f/uiszyaaﬂ end f/zgy/ all lool

well. The bees have not done maucte f/uisféyea/* but we fad a little more /LO/M(&(//

thare we had. /afyi(/yea/t; (CZ/O(II" sesters and brother—in-law are all well and send

thedr love to you, all are so y/aa{ lo /zauﬁ*wnyow t/zatyow cannot think i.
C C



YWitlian: Gallow tas _gone to M Moore as the clerte in the lime fdns. e

lave no school here now in Jt_{ikes, Mr. Gill /?[Id'x(" gorne lo the new c. za/)e/ 72

,ﬁrgy, fee is maryied to ©_{lewellen. S te parsons nare we have now s M.

YDaovis, fee is an 6)1(19/129/1/)?0/1; %e/)e()/)/e e Baldwin S think areust as,yoew
M them, there lhas beere a great number (O/C&[/‘(Il(l/gﬂ/‘é?/ e the island f/uis*é year:
and made z‘/u}'(zgw very brist. We lave had axma/w‘om/(féof/aﬂc/ /0({9@(/ wille
ws all the swummer, e was cullang lrees ae (Zy'eéﬂec/&

%@ fLaove cut two lundred /Jozmafy/ wortle (0/0 wood and fie s awaqy 1now
gellag fis wife as lie s comnng to be agernt lo uﬁwf}(liu// Flhe servant lads
were vely brast, atthe 18 and 77 ﬁ()u/m/ (ﬁ/t 9000/ lads. Ssaac Gannell is not
with Mr Gorelill e‘/zw( years, fee is /@(IUI/(’Z/Q/ uﬂgﬁ;()/n November, fie s gomg
fome aér/(%/w ts maryeed to LCZ)il/(/y Bet and lives in @01{9&7&

Dear brother-in-lacw S didn't expect a letterthis morsung when S came in

(ﬁ‘()ﬂ?/ the coole this morsung, S ame g/at/ lo lear your well and S would be
) g/(u/ fo/&eqyow/wme agaa.. Fere s a /u/ye barn é(ﬂ{ﬁ/t ommy G Gordelocll
where the old one was, but /zo/&{g/z/' (0/['(1/ aﬂ(/‘é (ﬁ/t vrm, fre sernds fics love fO( you.

O State is stell alive é(l{ﬁj/z}'gg/ very rmeeechh. (%/m/gy/ Graine is dead and
Gatlerine Gordeledll (s dead. SLarson g?// "brother 6)0—(1115 fre went to bathe at
Jdeardlett and rno one carn tell fow z't/m/,)/,)e/zecé le was drowned, it was a greal
shock to themn . ja/zgy (s _growing é{y, g)’oé—éy/ (s as é{y as (%/1/1/(11/; yoml
Cousns J}zfﬁue//,)ool are well, Slenor is still in the . ?a/neﬁ/ace and (///[/(/y//za,y/
gore lo sea qq raere. /0/ bre Freer the old f/u/zy s at frome ag raere (1/1((//%//0(0& a
/)(u/‘ (0/‘ frorses. He /00/&5;/{03% as e use to (/0, there are one (O/C fics sisters
/lzlllv‘z'et/(yei but feis old sweetheart ° %I/ﬂ/}lO/z was married the c/qy fris
mother deed, to Williarn: %%al% (0/‘?/?%{/11/@.

Dearsor w/wn(yow cwrete tell 1149&%&011/ fave seere any lads f/mtyow ferow,
(@ow/zea/t (I/(Zl/f/ll;’(ly (0/“%50{3?0/?/& lads tell us, %gy don t write a letterto fer
N wa&%/ne{s’/ %/é/(///e; sesterthat s dead, U/ﬁz/(ya/‘eé @a’Oﬂyowﬂ couscn deed
at Marnctester and old Mrs G%Iyae/ of the Naist s dead. We lfad ar
QIO CIS G ary lere 8 weels aqo, but a very, A/ small collection, /)/fowc/ec/ SOIMNe

. u/é/gyag ot was too late le the seasor.
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Fhere s a Jeotsmar é'u//gg/ ire M J/?uﬁa//&ﬁ/ace/ at the w’//qge w/w#efb/zn
Glucas was (I/Z(L/f/l/@ﬂﬂ{(}ﬁa/‘é?{)/l’ [;53//0(%/9£a{ with lim. (%/4/1/ 6)040/?1/, J))/'gy/-ueeﬂ/
las a &ﬂu'a/q/y/ éy Mactklures lowuse and old Slbrame: and the (1{9’% live in the
little fouse where William Gallow lived. Mrs Greer (O/Cu{/‘tﬁu/za//(m/ was
goug lo @01{9/{1& (e [/z/@f( gLy and (%e Grelline was c()/)u,'/gyj'wn/ the 01//((19@
with Mrs %yle (0/[:6])’ (z//{y& lorse and she rarn the a*/zgﬁ ((y‘)t/zq gtg t/moc(ty/r the
hip of N

res %y/e& ‘mare and wounded fier bad, t/zgy/ are at common law
[Good use of language hy my Great Great Grandmother]

Dearsorn w/ze/z(f youw write let us fenow w/ml(/ youw fave done w[Z/zé your cleests,

(fy{)w don't look (cﬁe/t( yours clothes t/zgy/ will be all wasted. Dear sorn write
((ﬁe/wﬂ a/mf geoeus all t/zef/zewey(/yow carn. Robert Gordiloill SAYS Le las wrdter
lo you several times and has rececved no answer, and (///1/(/y s at the
Ballarat afg%gﬂgy& YWe never feard. (0/2(0&0 éy anyone, but Mrs _{ewiin sent
word to us that Mr_{ewin had seern you, /ze/(ﬁmt;é/ is all well. Jo no more
al/g/‘eeste/z(tjffomyomb ccﬁcﬁwzr/aze‘{//?}f/w/t and. /lwf/w/g Fhomas and 9B a/‘é—a/(y/
Gowley, write soon and we wdll. - Widttern é(y ecther Robert Gracne or
Fhomas Greer
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Second L etter

from Barbara Cowley to her son Thomas Cowley in Australia
sometime during the year 1861. The first four pages are missing.

................. (%/ne& and fre sﬁea/m ((f comung frome. Fhe Stermodes
gel /eﬁe/(ﬁfoln the Gannans, there s two (0/[2‘/&6{}0 (91/%9 marveed, one to
a(/ge/d/eﬂm/& YWe rececved f/l@k’/([Ok/(/I/I)lb sent with Thomas Lewin but

watted &)/g%ﬁlt the letter - youw were (o send, but it has come at last.
Fhomas s very well and fiis tw(/‘é fas a 6(1@ and s gude smard
agaurn. HAces latter says that you were thanking (0/0 gowug lo the //(I,/ce/
called Jnow Rver but we Z%I}?/féyl)w m/oey()ﬂgﬁ/t e/zoagg/z/ Lo relurye.

It is COMUNG 01 SCOCI YCArS SUICC, YOl {(y@ owur shores and many s
the céa/(zge& that is here since then, and all this tine the ford fas
c%d/‘@d wus ye lo live and we /1/0/}@ lo see youw &a(/‘éﬁo/n@ agatr. (Cyow cwill
be delighted with owr little front Garden all full of flowers, we lave a
necw top ore the fhouse and a new Lop ore the barye last swummerand it is
not a little &T%@/lé’lb@,’ but we éauejﬂoc/ sthelter- and that was wanted
éaa{/J//; Dearson we /zoﬁe’ f/za{ you will wrete to us as soor as you gel
this letter-and let us frnow all. lﬁ@ﬁw%ac/amv aéomfyow w/nlkgy/w/n@.

Svor- Robert Glucas lost fics a{g/zf, and the loss LO/CZ/I/@ f/?o( yu/ Glrarters
was a great shocte, many recnbers (0/‘?/1/@ ﬁ(mae/gge/% we/'gﬁaﬂ(/ 1%0/1/
these shores. Williamne ° s dead about lewo years. e are(goz}’gg/ (o

write to America next week so no more at /)/'egs?emz(ﬁfozln( yours

Fatter and Mothe < T and GB. 6J0w/§y/;

Third letter from Barbara Cowley; Isle of Man to her son Thomas Cowley in
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Australia, written in December, 1861 - Ardwhallan December 10th, 1861
@ea/‘ (/;)/l,

S have taken 1¢ ﬁ?yﬁeﬂ/ (0 wrele e‘/zea%gﬁw lines (o yow /10%1}'(1/9/ f{gﬁﬂa{ youw e

. 91)0(/ /wa/{/z;, as we are rnot very well (wﬁ/‘e&efm (Cye& S thant L(/ooa/ we are rnot
lacd on a bed of sickness. (Cyou/:ﬁf/zeﬂ and I are éof/léﬁzﬁ}ggéﬁf% We
/tece{bec/( yourt lettere and also aéomﬁ( yourt scckness but was very muctl
(ﬁisra/ﬁomte(/ 7z you/ssre(//‘}wt cf()/)u,'/(zg/ éul;%}zow dor’t come so o youw will nevere
see me. We have lloéoa@/ to do (myl/u'ﬂg/ but Je)‘alz/ey/ and little %/m% she ts

C C C C C C

GIOWwag qﬁw( 91}‘/; Q%fl{y( got maryced all unknown to any of us to Yol
Ouine at the 01//((19@ whic 2, g/v'eoec/ wus very mch, [/zgy/ live at the 0&'//1{ e.
J}aﬂ/@y ts very, 91)0(/ to us and the _ford will bless liim for liis bindness to fs

ﬁ(l/‘e/msu (7/05&/1/ brother (%/2/& works at the sawmills ama{ geiar/ fics meals at
/w/fze, fre earnes (L/J()a/zc/ a weetk. Robert is with Thomas Greerstcll (I/mf gels
a little waqge éy the weetr. The worte fias been very bristh. (Cyou/t sesters and
f/z/qﬁﬂu/[e& are all well, z‘/zey/ faove inereased a 91)0(/ deal since you {e/? us.

C C C
LO])jz/(/y Sallow lhas éa/v'et%a/‘ and rnow [/zgy/ haove twins three weels old, this
s tewelve c/ulc//te/gﬁ/t therm now, [/zgy/ fave a, gooc/ //ace and all loot: well.
Fhere is so many strange z‘/u}'gy& fere now and S z‘/u}'z/f/(@oa/ came frome it

LI}OLL/lI{ Y ,)/‘(éfe/yoa/ Ue/(y/ /IZI&C/I:

(CZ/O(II" cousins e Siorde Michaels are all marsied but one, that s Ma rgarel.
jo/zn feas not wrdtern them this /0/(zy/ lime to them as your -aurnl and uncle Dar
fave lost Ma (ya/lei with the short iness (o/‘)tw—e/?&ﬁa/t /wlmag she &{ﬁ/t&/
very mucl e that tane. She was a very }ze/(f W'ﬂl ja/ze/ ts maryied and lives
(e §ﬁ05(¢y/a& Shad a Aelfe:;%bnzyoap awurnt B elly that is Satherane’s mother
about twelve months aqo. It was f/zczﬁ'/'aft/ time I had leard from her since
Yo {q? ws. Jhe tells me that there is another sorn (0/‘716/'6?/ e Australia and s

(ﬁ}nu@/ lives there and has beern there and back. Jhe lives with Robert i ©
Jhe is very /:»00/1(4/ and sthe t'/zqﬂm/'/‘eaf vey el aéowtjow but I told ler

/wt/u}?y but we wanted yot frome very mucl dearc sorn

Last page nussag
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Fourth letter from Barbara Cowley, Isle of Man to her son Thomas Cowley in
Australia, written in June 11th,1865 at Cleybane

Dear Jor,

I fhaove taken the time ((y‘)wmﬁ'/gg/ lo_yow qgatn, we lfave lhad no /eﬁw(%"wn
Yo suee u{/}m’/ 28, 1867, We answered it e‘e//ﬂ(zy/( youw all the news we

cowuld at that time. Jince thern we fave spent a /1)/(zy/ lootouwt but nedther

yours (/1/&0/1 a letter-. q//e( got the newspaper and f/wzgy/w recle (0/011

%ﬂ/[éz yot we are all well al present /w/)(}gg/ thes (w//(ﬁw{ you the same, but
10t tre owrold frome forcas soor as youy ﬁ}f/ze/t tho L@ﬁ/ Yo would come /w/fze,

fre toole the GJ/\e{/éa/w Jrom Yames (%76,//)1! [/u}'z/a'/g/g/ youw would be frome to /ze’/,é/

feene and. J}aﬂ/%m Ihat a (ﬁisra/ﬁomlme/w it was lo them, f/zgy/ were nears

a g/'ee(/ c%on/ V74 w/zene you told us you were comilgg/ frome é(g@ﬂ@, but w/ze/zé you
ded not come fre (24*0// ed it (gga{'ﬂ/ ana(( %ﬂ(ey/ﬂzo ved there a)()/'/ﬂ}gy/ and fie let
V74 ﬁ(l/'f(/y fo/( geﬁ(%mgy/ awaqy, fe was very trowublesome to them (ma(%f/w/%
%af we wou/c/ be better u{f/i(/ou/ carme ﬁom& we w z'// a//o very we// (7[/&1}2/&

IWe have z‘u}e/zg//w(u/ (O/“'cait/e/ a/u(//‘élm forses. The 1Yy orne (811 630/1/@/?/,' the
dowsrn land is set to Yo lwo é/fofﬁe/%sf, f/zgy/ both worle on theo land. Fhe
mountains are all to be sold and a greal deal is sold and the commor ’Z((ly//l(lé’/
beere /teay,)et/ gjpf/ze/n and roads made e all derections. g'f/ze /ﬁ/'a{ 50{/4 ym'a@
(yow/m/ne/ ¢ ?{y@ what a strange of{l//zﬁ it wdl ée(foj/zyow to see and nobo 6{1/ there
that was there w eert_youw wernt awqy. Bill 60/(()/9/ lives on the mowntain and
Bl Gracne lives i @01(&(//(1& M Greery, Mrs Fell, © (C/o/m/f Gowley, Willian
Go 11}/e(y,(/y0a/t Cousn, Robert Gﬂ?yé S cannot fe//v yow all that is dead. Fhomas

Moss and Sttty are c/e(wé ot will /za/'(@//m/o (W anyorne there nocw. b/(/yr deare
SOt Yot don’t lnow what trowuble we uwe(ﬁ/i o1t _your- account but (yfyow
come and /w/ﬁ ws now when we are, Wmm}g%/‘éeé/e, old a/m{ qgrey t/zeﬁ/tc/
will /10{//%4?@5 thee.
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71‘ was ueﬂy//za/tc/ o1 us Lo ltrust a/w( very a/ea/t lo ﬁay@ﬂ c/oz)zg/ bt we /1/(100
C C C C
a lrustang w il and ev ery convencence ts foere. S met Mrs © and she told me
y()a//z(u/ 720t got’ oure /eﬁe/, we are ey sory lo /wa/t f/zaeﬁ but youn uy/zﬁ wrele
C C C C C C
a rote ({yaz}’z; ,760 ()a/ﬂf w[e‘/z/(%/ne& but we f/lOl(tg/IL: you cou/a// be neare /w/ne
éy that teime. (cyow must think that we lave beern very ety a//t»l?a/y;o—t}'ztea( V772
ot not c0/7u}g/g/. S have ﬁaa{f youre bed maa//qﬁﬂ( youw and /wﬁe’ we will see
Yot S00rn. Deare son wrete as soorn as youw gel thes and tell us the time the
S u/r arvcves and all tﬁeﬁa/tﬂcw/am& that we maqy come lo meel you. We all
/0/3%# f/&e lune.

Robert Grane las lics sor w 0/*/{1'/3@ with licme and Fhomas Greerfias lics tewo
SO1S (VO16e(G weth lis. u{//(/ youre brothers and scsters send thedr love lo you,

70 more al ﬁ/we/zz;ﬁ;o”r( youre @w/;ﬁl/ze/* and motherr Fhomas and
Barbara GJ()(/)/W/
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Fifth letter from Barbara Cowley, Isle of Man to her son Thomas Cowley in
Australia, October, 1870 - October 18th, 1870 at Cleybane

YDear Jon,

I fhaoe taker wh my pere once more Lo wre ({ﬁa) lines lo_youw /w/u}(zg/ [ﬁgy/

(w/(//ﬂ'm{ you 1'/22 gooa{ lealth as f/z%{é/?/w/ us very 1)@({%&/@/&& at preesered. old

age and i, r1ely have overtakern wus. We rececved . yoar(fﬁw/ lines (0/[‘
J.%[emﬁe/g 7/ (9@9 and was very, g/(u/ to( gel f/z/emg, but on S had written ((Iﬁw/

a/qy& 4%/1@ we had z‘/zw{/g/uﬁ( youw would fave answered the /eﬁe/g but no

arnser yet; Ww /eﬁm/' are COﬂu'/zg/ //eﬂty/ lo (1// (I/‘OMZQ( ws but /wﬂgﬁ/t us.
C C C
S will leave it lo_your é’ﬂf Lo think w/m&( yow/(ﬁiée/* thinks ab oul you.

Cyow must know that yow are not a’ozhg/ rvqlit, youw oug/&& Lo wrete o us

C C C C C C
whatever yow are a’o—zhg. S can’t think how- youw car be so untind, eoe/zf

C C C

Yot fave /wlﬁ[/(og/ lo, gz'uq youw car’t Say S carn’t write. It is very strange the
letters dor’t come back w/&e/&( yotu t/O/z/’é( W f/?/OI"/?/)/ Yot are M)}}t@@/&( years
. Wll?ﬁ‘Oﬂ?/ ws now. I fhave every /eﬁeﬂ( youw evers sent but z‘/zgy/ altgﬁw; (7/051/
fave seer many a eyﬁ‘(l/gge/ ey,(ly/w sence that and we cowld z‘r//yow many but
whern youw dor’t wrdte and c/on’t; yef ouwr letters we dor't like to maqy much. S
fave many fﬁz}'gy& I would life to te//(yow but (1)/‘(7[1}'(1%' so little mates me

(ﬁ{‘yet then. to/a{yow i the last letter about fﬁe//noa/zf(u}gﬁ/we, the morney
it would cost. It fert cost about LS50 (I/za{yoa{y?}i/ze/t f/zo&(éy/uzyow /n{y/uf/ud/r
/u}'n, e /Z(J/le c/(yoa/ a/zc/;yoa/ OLgy/zﬁ 70t fo(ﬁ{yei/ frim.

But we must bear it (1//, i won't be very /0/(’19/. yow fave aﬁo/w/z/ 0, comilgy/
fome so many times we would never frave {cﬁ ourc owrn home 0,,/(/},{/0‘” f/zat,
thin fl}gyyoa/ would be fome to /w//) ws. But all oaﬂ/zo/)e& are e vacn. Jhes
c/((ly there are six letters at Jlan (/&/ 0N _@01{9/06‘/5 /noa’fﬁ(// alé /9:0/12/
Australia and /w/z?ﬁ/b ét@g//ﬁ w/(ﬁlom/ s SO1, .Q)’mf(yfyow don 't write soon
ot will not be well.

CZ vwre brothers and sisters are (1//%/(@@/ well at the /)/%wzt and f/&e(y/ all
send find love to Yo, SO 10 more at ﬁ«/‘eé‘,()/ﬂ/{fﬁ)‘OIH/JOlU‘ /f/(}'n{ﬁ}[/ze/t and
mothere Shomas and LC];(I//( ara Goow/@/

16



Sixth letter from Barbara Cowley, Isle of Man to her son Thomas Cowley
in Australia, May, 1871 - May 15th, 1871 Cleybane;

/1) Dear JSon,
S lhave once more the /)ka&a/'e// (0/[20/1'([/(29/ ((Iy%w« lines lo youw /wﬁz)(&g/ z‘/zgy/ will
Jnd you w ell as z‘/zey/ leaog found ws at fﬁeﬁ/wwzﬁ teme, thank L(/O()c/(ﬁ/t all fcs
C C
mercy Lo us. (///ef /‘606[()66/ yourt /eﬁeﬂ (/{lfﬂ()//’ (%I/ma{'y/ 2(91‘/1/ a/zc/ were

oae(/y'gya/ weth i, as we /zaa{ geoere up all /zoﬁe ((y‘)/zea/v}'ggﬁ;wﬂé you. IWe have

[ &

spent a very bad wiinter and sprang, we faove just got ? . fyow/:ﬁl/w/t was

three weeks cwﬁzea/ o lics bed and fie %Ot(ég/w lee would never rise agaae g
/@&y&%’/zaaf Jomef/u'/(?g/ lifee SCUIQY e mny /gg& and was weeks that S cowld not
walle. t%w/( yow/:/‘&l/wﬂ /0/39@0( lo /wa/(ﬁto”o( you when fe was sicl. He
would sqy Lo me tow unkind le is, S had to c-wgy%/% feene and sqy will be
all we/é yel. But thank God le is very stoul (gga{'ﬂ/; Flre ﬁ/ace doesrn ’f/)((Iy
very well at all and we fave a /l(w(e‘y/ landlord. S dont krow almost how to
é?gjﬂ/ lo fe//( youw aéoaq yours frome but S must. (cy()lt/" sestere (yaﬂgy fas e(lyﬁﬁ
C. ula//‘e/&, Robert Grane las (1/40((19(& beern &qyﬂ(yg/ fre would like to g0 lo
America and fie tas gone there. He let the fiowuse and land to Bill Gowar the
blacksmith. He budlt two lictle /zoaateo(v/aat at the /tO(m{ gowng up to the old °
and (7(1//?@/ lives e one (O/L)f/ze/n; He went last (,,Ca/za and fics son Robert
J}IIIZ/L(’{// and b/f(rl{ya/‘et went six weels and /zaoe/( qgol there a%((y@; ﬁﬂ?y (s
going herself in the [summer/ she has six to take o she takes my, gird.

Robert J}aﬂky/ /Z/(IA’; qgrown a overy /u'ce/(yoalgy/ mare and. u/’?’/(qya/‘et as é—{y/ as
ﬁme; Robert Grane likes the /}/ace well and lie SAYS fe hasnt lost a c/qy&
work scnce fee were, Yo will be J{//ﬁ/t[&%&/ z‘o(’ getf accournt (O/L)f/ze/n but I 1 /10/)@

it is all for the best. There s a great /n(l/’(zyﬁeoﬁ/e( goz}’(zy (ma{ gone there.

Thomas Greer s well and /uigﬁmi(/yx and fie fras nne cliddren the two égy, .
work with your brother Robert and thecrs father- Robert s married to
Fhomas Gi"ee/ﬂ?/JOJJQQeo?t/ sestere and f/zgy/ live where L//a(fy/e used to live.
Fhomas Gi"ee/t budlt tewo howuses at Foxdale and fie lives e one (O/Cf/ze/n/ and
yourt brother jo/zn lives ire owr old ﬁ/{lce, fre has the meadow and the little

j%ﬁ/ and fie wor s JOr¢ Mre Lf/))[lf(l// Ol M. Jﬁ{'ﬁa// s dead.
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(Cy()u/t sestert (%’l(fy lives in Ballatra, she lfias six clidldrern, William Gallow s
stcll mf 0 foe has a very. g{)()a///,)&we and [/zey//mw e twelve c/u'/a//'e/z?/?}) e dead.
/ C C

J}aﬂ/gy/ Gallow s a clert e Manchester, Fhomas s at the ((/ijoc/}y
Mountains he is a ° . nd (%/4/1/ s e the gﬂ)ce weth /ués(ﬁf/ze/a J}aﬂ/gyé your
brother is stcll with wus, he has three clildren. (Cyow maqy thent owre conford
can 't be much. (Cy()a/t wuncle Ned and fiis aﬂ(/"é are both dead a/w{ yourccousaes
J(,);sr/g% 6)(11{5@ Sllere and Williarne and f}aﬂ/g% there 125&/10/&@{@/?/5(5&(%/2@ and
(%/m/ Sdeward, (L/?l/(%/w g Jor< comng o the Ysland. J[,);s?/(ey/ las burced frer
fusband, and two sons, Deter and the tw 0, 91}“[5?/ are all that is (/g?

Seteris i Amercea but does not litee it and is comung fome. (Cy()u/ weshed
to fears JO/II@[/H./g L J1°011 /wme, S cant fe/é you the (/ia/altfe/t S would litee but
%7{01]/ be a/)a//tec/ lo wrte qgatn S will fe/é youw more. Let us brow a little

more e‘/zef next lune.

Jo no more at /)«/‘e&e/[@ o (/@(L/c(ﬁt/wﬂ and /}wt/ze/g Flomas and

LCE(I//( ara 6006{}/6(y/;
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Seventh Letter from Barbara Cowley, Isle of Man to her son Thomas Cowley in
Australia, December, 1871. December 14th, 1871 Cleybane;

Dear Jon,

S lhave f/ze/)ka&a/le (0/(20/‘111}39/ lo_yot once more (o ﬁ&f( youw fnow that we are
all lkz/ﬁ,ltel{% gooc/ Llealth al preserd, thantks be to L(/O()((//@/ all fis mer¢y Lo us.

IWe receco ea{ your tind letter dated 180 ). %iﬂ/ﬂﬁe/‘ and was S0, g/a(/ lo fkrow
f/zaez youw are well. ((//010 wiesh to krow the age (0/011&( yoa/{yéa)[/ze/* (8 Sexly rene
ﬁ(wﬁ and S am seoverly f/z/‘ee,( you were f/u}l(fy/ sever lhe lwerly wrth (O/C/(Ié'f
(%/z@. Fle ford has éee/zi g{)()al (o ws e sparmg us so /1)/(29/. (Cyow/* sestere and
/w/(y‘a‘ﬂu;é/ went in October and had a very, gaod/fafs?arqge/;

Jle M ﬁae/f)()()/ on the %{U@d{(ly/ and she was i fere own louse i
Gleveland that (/qg//?}/'ﬁz(l'g/w Jhe fas taker /}(zy/(%ﬂgu orne me, she was all
my C{)/('ﬂﬁ/'ﬁ now, S brotke my /zea,/'(t/ﬁ/* them, but f/zgy/ send very, gooc/ letters,
ﬁ/eﬂ{y/ (0/[' worde a/za{ 91)0(/ waqges. Flere are a, gooc/ many u/a/wv/)eo/)/e e
Gleveland, there are two (oﬁ/w Blecunish's égy& there and SLeter @&0/1/ and

leis wdfe, also_your sister thinks she wdl get leg father and mother there_yet
but that would be a greal wonder. I /zoﬁe/ it is all for the best. I thank there
are w/zcl/‘@a{sv( yﬂll(%ﬁ:OIH/ the csland (O/E late. yoaﬂ cousin Yane was i the
csland i summerc and Sller's fiusband is marsced to ler. Sdward, Gom’{y/&

tusband and lics two clidldren were with lers, 6?%[{1/ cﬁ@c/ae/y ey,la/(/eﬂ/(y; He

wants a Manx a%f/ and intends 001111'/39/ to the csland. lo_get one. Sllen M (o

boys and a_gir. Goaﬁ(?// lad eglit, only two living and all J. Zye(y& are dead but

orne scele s aé‘a—ey&i

S was eyﬁea/a}(zy/ to FJhomas 67(g gue the other c/((ly/ and e sacd e wrote many
lanes aﬂa{ got no answers but tell fis é/tof/ww(f youw see fcme to direct the
letters to Thomas Go/qyue, RBalaevant. The mother is ue/(y//)oo,ﬂ/l , sfee s
very old. u/(yﬁeﬂ is 0 bad S cannot wrie. @ea/t/a’/wwowmwyﬁ excuse /e 1y

land sthates very bad. yom(‘/[c}f/wﬂ (oo s very bad 0/1//112%’7((5@15 but lis feealth

(s very, yooa//f 05/7/"66’6/?&
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(Cy()u/t brothers (maf yourcsesters are all well al presernt and send thecrteind
love z‘x)(f you /wﬁt}(zg/ f/z(ey/ will see (o soor, t/wt(og/?/ we are sure rneoerc /4%@(/1 Z
lo see you, we gioe ufh all /wﬁe& (0/5%(1& ((wae dorn t meet lhere then may we
meet e feaovern where parlarg s 1o more. It is a great treal to part with

C C

ories C 11/04' ere neover - lo see [/zem/ ((Igﬂ[/? {[}/II-C/I/ (%woe/t (Ijl./l

Fhe Gool is no ﬁ{'ecqﬁ/t me now and 17/0/(1/9/ SO muclt my dear &()ﬂjf you
could send a little money frome it would be swel é/t(gg/. Tle 6J/t(me¢sv( get so
el money frome and matkes swucl é/f{{/g/ about . L%’(liéy'f‘yow cant it cant be

/w//)et/ 17&(1(1}/(%/”/66’/ Glevestan on J;zama/{(l% tee looks well.
I rite soon (I/zc/ﬁ/zefﬁ/‘c/ spares me S will write a /1)/(zy/ letter the next tine.

Jo no more at /)/‘&S,‘e/ll;(ﬁ‘@/ﬂ/( yours ()/E[Il:ﬁf/le/" and mother. Jhomas and

LOE (l/‘édl’ «w 60060/%;

20



8th Letter from Barbara Cowley to her son Thomas Cowley,
49 Cleybane February 18th 1872

@ea/‘ (/;)/l.

S thave once more takern e‘/ze/)k(wa/le ((y(‘w/'(ﬁ/gg/ o y()t(l/ﬁ/‘ whicl 7(/%@/ very
f/&a/ZW IWe are (I///)/le/{y well al presernt thant L(/(?)t(/ﬁ/f 7, /wﬁz)(&g/ these few
lines w 1/(//57110{ you 1/'/1/(/ gooc/ lfealth. S should frave written lo yot the last madl
but the very teme S was goilzg/ (o wrele (760(1'&?/86/1(/5/6/‘ (o @(L//a/)aa/eg/; Fhedre

C C C C
(/ﬂ{{g/zfe/t L{/we({ﬁ// dead on f/w/(ﬁ)wg was a greal shocte. ;%qﬁf/ze/t (s
(/@(1(/ lw o.years (1/&(/ [/z/@ /iwf/wﬂ a w/w/e cm'/,)/)k/ but [/zgy//zau e done ovely w e///;
(7/20/6(/ you get f/u;sré youw can 't think how muucl we tave, reeved f/zaf( youw ded
/wt/( gef/ [/z/@ /e{z‘e/t. (///ef 6()/‘()1‘6( you e‘/ze/ lene we /‘606[060{ [/ze/ /16606/,)(1/,)6/‘&' a/w(
very /)«/l()a/c/ (OJC f/z/em; CZ/O[&/" é/’t()f/z/e/t (%()ée/% /zmsv qgore éac/@ lo w()/‘/{/ w[e‘/r
C C C
%omaesr/ GJ/‘ee/t alu/(%)/uz /()tg/gees' (0{7[/&(% ({2 &u}w al e‘/ze/ 05//1{9@ [/zgy/ /mwe
) g/,fae/z/ @ the land as z‘/zgy/ cowld not mnd f/&qﬁ/wz/ and theo- trade and old
Brew s ° it e‘/u;s&; yeart and fie wants a lease (0/[’ e, éw&( ywu(ﬁtée/t will not
. Wfoe/ V74 4¢1/ wretel Lyou come fome. S don't know almost what to do. The letter
é(gﬁ/fe/ the last frad so muct more, we are sorfYy you ded /zozz yezﬁ ot but there

(s 10t f/mﬁlﬁ&s e f/zq g/e/?/ that was n w eer you wernt awaqy.

Willearre Wil and a{y‘e, old mar Fhomas, old Siate, Mrs Fell, 0/4/%(1/ Bob
GJA?%% S cannot think (O/L)f/ze/n a//, there is not 0/&@/&/}2{@/ e bt Will Gannell
and a%; I to/(/(yoa/ i the letter t/&atyoa# brother Robert was married to
Fhomas Greers Yyoungest sester. I was a?e(%}gy/ them and Yyour sester
Ma (yarefyeafara/a: A t/u()y/ are all a)()//, f/zgy/ cw//yow/w#za, t/u()y/ all ferocw we
want youw very mch, we are both old and /?0{/071 Lard words. (%/u:/{/ and
/1(’11/&6/ was c/oz}'gy/ very lard and was very coqyﬁﬂfaé—k; YWee fead M- 63(1/{%//
hc{gﬂ(ly/ with us most (O/L}/ze afm)uﬂe/(t/ﬁ/t fics lealtlh but fie died at Gludstmas,

fe died worth h{)wz(iy//goaﬂcésk

YWe frave fad lo c{ge/%s’/ at tines f/uiyéyea/‘f (1/1(/(9"20@ lad the fhouse (1/(//?2/%129/1&/
we wow/a{ yezﬁ /0((/ge/%sv e/w({y/&, we have (/Olwﬁ/*e@/ well z‘/ués%yean

21



Tresh meat s sever ﬁe/zce (o rnune /)e/zc@ 174 /)f()((/zaﬁ butter sixteere and
seoperiteery ﬁe/zce a ﬁoww{, oals seoperileert af/z/(f/é}'gg& @ cowé éa/l/?y/ @, gu/t}'zea/,
177] zea(t/él()/n/ lw eﬂ{y,/ three to flljell(fl/ €. C///el frad very, 91)00( wheat on t/zgﬁa&
Deare sorn you don z%' thante how we /1)/zg(//§/° you o come /zonze, S and your

C C C C
(ﬁf/ze/t (I/l(?{" your: sesters talled. /ﬂuc/zé ye&fe/%/((ly/; (////u/@ J}aﬂ/gy/ /f{%f Gj/gyéane
we were (I//l([g/m e /1(162 gota aﬂ(/"é and f/u'/g/gér/ fave altered and one that has
/wf/u'/(u/:/ 2 ((Z/()a/ﬁf/ze/t ts very mel out of the waqy with i, [/zgy/ think we
sthowld look fo(/ YOoU nNow, w/w/z(/ yotu tell us you will come fiome and dont tell
me about it, but fre will not part with the land wza% yow come frome. fyow
feave told us so many él}‘ﬂ/eé’é youw are comlkgg/ but (yf youw dorn t come now. youw

neverc will see ws.

u/gly the J())/‘a/ a*ena{ youw &a(/%; [/(lyé%‘yow can hear a/('zy[/zi/g/g/ ore (%/1” Golvan.
Ve . .
jms*//ﬁ(gge/ IUSSING.

The poignancy of Barbara’s letters, her pleas to son Thomas to write home or come back. He
was the eldest and was to inherit the land, [everything] as it was then. Instead it went to his
younger brother and his descendants [our cousins]. The fact we might have been wealthy by
inheriting such a huge amount of the Isle of Man extending even to Douglas before the Dam
construction, is not the issue. What troubled my spirit, is the poignancy of the hurt leaking like
water in Barbara’s letters; the pain she suffered by the rejection of her son Thomas, [my Great
Grand Father] as he ignored her pleas to write back, while both she and her husband
deteriorated and died, her letters a window for our family to see through today and feel pain.

| have often wondered why my Great Grand Father did this and many times as | have read the
letters, | have cried inside for his Mother Barbara and Father Thomas, for sadly, death came
like a thief in the night, before any of them could or would ever see each other again.

What a story Ardwhallan farm, Kirk Braddan and the Cowley’s of Ardwhallan is. It is one | am
So proud of, especially with the public recognition of my Father Thomas [your Grand Father]
in the Isle of Man Historical Society Journal upon his death. As covered previously, they
were aware of his death and named him - ‘Direct Descendant of the Cowleys of Ardwhallan.

This is poignant for me as | well remember the son of a woman | knew, telling his mother, that
the facts | related when asked about Ardwhallan was B/S. Sad, but as Lord Churchill said;
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‘The Truth is Incontrovertible, Malice may Attack it,
Ignorance may Deride it, but in the End - There itls’.

Headstones for the Cowley Family at Old Kirk Braddon Churchyard

Large middle headstone- in memory of Jane Cowley alias Teare wife of William Cowley Ardwhallan in this
Parish who died the 15th day of August 1830 aged 61 years. Also of the above named William Cowley who
died the 24th Sept. 1831 aged 75 years. Large right-hand headstone

In affectionate remembrance of - Thomas Cowley of Ardwhallan - [Dad’s Great Grandfather and my
Great Great Grandfather and below Barbara my Great Great Grandmother] of this parish who died Dec 16th 1874
Also Stanley Colquitt son of Stanley and Harriet Cowley and grandson of the above, who died April 17th 1878

aged 8 months. Also Barbara wife of the above Thomas who died July 9th 1881 in her 82nd year.
John Francis son of Stanley and Harriet Cowley who died January 7th 1885 aged 2 days.

Old Kirk at Braddon was on the Cowley Estate at Ardwhallan and here lies our history on the Isle of Man. Of
all the traditional Manx names, Cowley is the 10th most common on the island and we were in the top five
[5] largest landholders on the Isle of Man as recorded in Thwaites Directory of 1863.

My Father Thomas, grandfather to my children and my siblings children had his passing as the next in line,
recorded in the Isle of Man - Historical Society Journal - 1990 Volume 12 Number 3 -

In this edition they recorded,;

Thomas - who was loved by everyone who met him, passed away;
November22 1989-beingthedirectdescendantof - The Cowley's of Ardwhallan’.

Most of the Cowleys of Ardwhallan are buried here, at our historic Church - Kirk Braddon
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